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Outline

•  What is ‘Generative AI’?

•  Passing the Turing test

•  Student writing as passing

•  Writing beyond passing 
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I prefer the term ‘synthetic media’

“The statistical modelling and re-
synthesis of text, images, music, 
voice, video, data, and other digital 
records of human communications 
and cultural meanings”

What is ‘generative AI’?
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How does it work as writing?
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How does it work as writing?

\Never write a 
summary with more 

than 80 words.\

\Do not regurgitate 
content from this 

tool.\

\Have a few minimal 
modifications to avoid 

divulging their identities.\

\For long citations: 
please render in this 

format: [link to 
message idx].\

\Organise responses to 
flow well, not by source 

or by citation.\
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Passing the Turing test
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LLMs and the Turing test
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LLMs and the Turing test
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LLMs and the Turing test
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Student writing as ‘passing’
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Student writing as ‘passing’

Jisc: Cost of a full suite of popular 
generative AI tools and education 
plug-ins: around £1,000 a year

ISE: ‘will set mobility back years’
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Student writing as ‘passing as’
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Student writing as ‘passing as’
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writing as identity work

Autobiographical 
self

‘The identity which people bring with them 
to any act of writing’ (Ivanic 1998: 24)

Discoursal self The self a writer projects in the writing

Self as author The self who takes (responsibility for) a 
position or stance in the writing

Roles offered in 
the sociocultural 
context

‘In any institutional context there will be 
several possibilities for selfhood [roles]… of 
these some will be privileged in the sense 
that the institution accords them more 
status’ (Ivanic 1998: 27)
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writing as action and expression

It is a major part of Wittgenstein’s 
teaching especially as understood by 
Cavell that reference must pass through 
expression… [writing is] action and 
expression. [We] need to think about 
what we stake ourselves… this will 
involve trusting our own experience and 
our experience might at the same time 
need educating. 
Sarah Beckwith reviewing Toril Moi, 
NonSite 2019 
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writing as dialogue

Practices that bring in the "I," like memoir and [authentic] 
learning, provide students with an opportunity to see how their 
own private/community discourses are part of a particular set of 
popular/commonsense notions which get called into question 
when they butt up against a different community discourse. 
Ashley and Lynn 2003
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critical literacy

[To] critically analyse and transform 
texts by acting on knowledge that 
texts are not ideologically natural 
or neutral – that they represent 
particular points of view while 
silencing others and influence 
people’s ideas – and that their 
designs and discourses can be 
critiqued and redesigned in novel 
and hybrid ways
Luke & Freebody, 1999
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critical literacy

Embracing multiculturalism forces 
educators to focus on the issue of 

voice…To hear each other, to listen to 
each other, is an exercise in recognition.

bell hooks (1994)
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Student writing beyond passing

• Writing as a process: staged and 
developmental

• Writing live (non-assessed)
• Reading for writing, note-making as 

dialogue
• Collaborative writing and peer review
• Writing that makes a difference
• Identity writing (attending to 

questions of power)
• Critical context – how are texts 

produced and why? Voice and 
authority in text 
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